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Oh, hov: 1 hate to report the loss of our fine folks v/ho 
made the serials what they were. Zon Murray passed 
away on May 2nd. We have no details on Zon's passing 
and one of the serials he was featured in was 
Blackhawk. Of course, he worked in almost all 
Columbia serial features. We hope to have more details 
by next issue. Good stuff this issue as Greg Jackson Jr. 
continues his fine interview with Walter Reed. Jim 
Stringham brings us 8 new SW feature, Vintage 
Cliffhangers, and we take a look at a few of the serial 
stars who have recently passed away to salute them 
once more. Chuck McCleary brings us DICK TRACY 
which has been long awaited. We bring back our two 
page pin-up and take a look at Eddy Polo. On to "Roar of 
the Iron Horse” and a tip of the hat to Ron Vivian. The 
Phantom is seen again at the request of many fans in our 
Serial Marquee page and lots more. . 

Real quick let me get in a plug for a new magazine 
that Norm and I are now putting together. It's called 
"THE FIRST THING” magazine and will be for 
monster and horror fans. Watch our pages for details 
soon. We hope to have it ready for you fans very soon. 
Now let's get on to the world of serials. 
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SERIAL WORLD 


VOL. 2, NO. 20 


A Quarterly publication dedicated to the 
motion picture serial. 


CONTRIBUTIONS — We are always looking 
for interesting material on the serial genre. 
; 1110165. photos, ete.. are welcome, but please 
enclose a stamped self addressed envelope 
for their return. 


AD RATES — While we will run all types of 
ads we would like those related to the 
SERIAL. subject matter. 


FULL PAGE .... ... $40.00 
HALF PAGE $20.00 
QUARTER PAGE $12.00 
( CLASSIFIED.......... $2.00 MINIMUM — 
106 per word including address. 
( We ill typeset all ads if you wish at no 
\ extra charge. 
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BACK ISSUES — See pages 30-31. 


OUR THANKS THIS ISSUE TO: Bobb Lynes, Jim 
Stringham, Mario DeMarco, Ron Vivian, Chuck 
McCleary, Bob Robinson and Eric Hoffman. 


CLASSIFIED CHAPTER 


Hey, all you TOM MIX fans. Mario DeMarco, who 
draws some of our great serial superstars, Is offering 
a new book on Tom. It's over 100 pages with over 170 
rare stills - 9"x12" glossy pages only $6.50. For you 
BUCK JONES fans try his book also news only $5.75. 
Order both from M. DeMarco, 16 Harold Street, 
Worcester, Mass. 01604. 


SERIAL WORLD (Publication Number USPS 324- 
390) is published quarterly by Norman H. 
Kietzer. Subscription rate is $6.00 for a one year 
(four issue) subscription. 

On change pf address please give us six weeks 
advance notice to assure delivery. Postmaster: 
Please send form 3579 to Serial World, P.O. Box 
3325, Mankato, Minnesota 56001. 

Serial World editorial offices are at P. 0. Box 
64345, Los Angeles, California 90064; and 
circulation and publication offices are at 201 
McConnell Street, Mankato, Minnesota 56001. 
Second Class Postate is paid at Mankato, 
Minnesota 56001 and at additional offices. 

All contents are copyright €1979 by Norman 
H. Kietzer and Jeff Walton. No material may be 
reproduced without their express written 
permission. All materials and letters should be 
addressed to the Editorial office. 


VINTAGE CLIFFHANGERS 


A SERIES OF SELDOM VIEWED STILL FROM THE EARLY TALKING SERIALS 


Number 1: THE INDIANS ARE COMING 


By Jim Stringham 


THE STORY 


When George VVoods strikes is rich in Gold 
Creek, California, he sends his friend Jack 
Manning to contact his brother Tom and niece 
Mary and bring them to join him. At Hillsdale, 
Tom meets the tvvo and learns that Rance Carter, 
who had staked George, is trying to force the girl 
to marry him. Jack saves here from a runavvay 
wagon, and the two fall in love. They head out with 
a wagon train, as do Carter and his henchman 
Bull McGee, who have recovered the sack of gold 
from George"s mine ,Jack carried to repay 
Carter. Uncle Amos, a local eccentric who 
envisions himself as a pioneer, is also along. 

A general Indian uprising against the white 
invaders menaces both the wagon train and the 
Gold Creek settlers. Scout Bill Williams helps 
George Woods, and Jack saves Mary when she is 
trapped in a prairie fire carelessly started by 
Carter. When the train is about to be overrun by a 
huge force of red attackers, Jack sends his dog 
through with a message, but the collie is 
vvounded. Carter takes advantage of the battle to 
gun down Tom. The Indians are closing in on the 
few remaining pioneers when the dog appears 
with Bill and a posse from Gold Creek. 


THE CAST 
Tim McCoy. əzə əəə kê res Üzdə ə çere sê dack Manning 
Allene Ray .................................... Mary VVoods 
Charles ROY Amos 
Edmund: Cobb. Re Bill Williams 


Francis 06... Tom Woods 
George Woods 

Rance Carter 
Bull McGee 


Wilbur McGaugh ........................... 
Bud Osborne ..............................-.. 


Directed by Henry MacRae 
Written by George H. Plympton and Ford |. Beebe 


. Pals in Buckskin 

. Å Call to Arms 

. Å Furnace of Fear 

. The Red Terror 

. The Circle of Death 
. Hate's Harvest 

. Hostages of Fear 

. The Dagger Duel 

. The Blast of Death 
10. Redskin's Vengeance 
11. Frontiers Aflame 
12. The Trail's End 
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A NEW SERIAL WORLD FEATURE 


Later, in town, Carter and McGee join up with a 
gang of claim jumpers to kidnap Mary and take 
her to the village of Yellow Snake, an Indian ally. 
Jack and Bill rescue her in time to prevent Woods 
signing away half his claim for ransom. Howling 
Wolf, son of the chief, and some of his braves join 
Carter in 3 raid on the mine. Trapped inside when 
blasting powder explodes, Jack and Mary are 
captured separately by the attackers. Rance has 
shot Howling Wolf to keep him from taking Mary, 
and Jack is blamed. Yellow Snake is about to kill 
him when troopers summoned by Bill attack. 
Howling Wolf appears, only wounded. Bill 
rescues Jack during the fight. Retaliating, the 
Indians attack the town. Jack saves Mary from 
the burning hotel as the cavalry forces most of the 
raiders back to their reservations. Howling Wolf 
and his braves pursue the Carter gang. He strikes 
down the killer and only McGee survives to tell of 
his master's treachery. Jack, Mary and the 
others learn that Bill has disappeared in the 
battle, but soldiers bring in the wounded scout, 
and Mary congratulates the “pals in buckskin.”” 


THE END 


BACKGROUND INFORMATION 


After a fevv not very exciting talking or part talking 
serials, Universal tried to restore the excitement of 
their silents with THE INDIANS ARE COMING. They 
were generally successful, but the serial also 
included indoor sequences vvith the cast gathered 
around the microphone. In chapter eight, Carter has 
demanded a half share of George Woods' mine for 
securing Mary's release from the Indians. When he 
goes for proof that she is a captive, he 5605 Jack and 
Bill returning with the rescued girl, then joins McGee 
and his gang. Sure that Jack will set a trap for him, 
Carter determines to vvalk into it - with some 
unexpected help. At the cabin, he is captured by 
Manning and his friends, but an outlaw smashes the 
window and covers them as the others rush in. 
McGee and his men cover Bill, Mary, George, and 
Jack, and Amos (under the table), and Rance Carter 
steps forvvard, in complete control of the situation, as 
the episode ends. 
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DEATH TAKES ITS TOLL 
ON THE STARS OF THE PAST. 
YET THEY LIVE ON IN FILM. 


THE FINAL CHAPTER 


Lale Lİ 


JOHN CARROL (Reported April 27th): 


Dashing actor/singer in many costume, western. 
or war epics; also good in comedy. Often 
appeared for Republic, and did one serial for 
them. In ZORRO RIDES AGAIN, he played 
James Vega, who brought his ancestor Zorro to 
life in modern (1937) times to foil a plot against 
the California-Yucatan Railroad. Here, heis seen 


unmasked in the final episode. 


u uz. 


GEORGE BRENT (May 26th): One of the few 
serial players to achieve stardom in major 
features, especially effective in THE SPIRAL 
STAIRCASE. The Irish born actor was successful 
on broadway, but unable to find movie roles until 
Nat Levine cast him as Alan Scott, the adult hero 
of THE LIGHTNING WARRIOR. He faced the 
formidable scene-stealing combination of a boy, a 
dog, and a masked mystery villain, but made an 
impressive shovving. Here, he struggles with The 


VVolf Man. 
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ROSEMARY LaPLANCE: Beautiful actress 
v/ho reigned as Miss America before she entered 
the movies. She played Betty Fairfield in 
Columbia”a 1947 version of the radio serial JACK 
ARMSTRONG, and is seen here as Laura Keith 
with Kirk Alyn in Republic”s 1949 FEDERAL 

AGENTS VS. UNDERWORLD), INC. 
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EARLY MOVIES COWBOY-SINGER 
DICK FORAN DIES 


Actor-singer Dick Foran, one of the movies” 
first singing cowboys. died Friday. August 10, 
1979, in Panorama City. He was 69. 

Foran. hospitalized at Kaiser Permanente 
Hospital in suburban Panorama City, had been ill 
for about tvvo vveeks vvith a blood disorder, family 
friend .John Kubichan said. 

“Dick always said he was the original singing 
cowboy. He liked to joke about his own talents and 
used to say he could out-fight Gene Autry and out- 
sing John Wayne. He did all his own stunts in 
movies,” Kubichan said. 

Foran's family dated back to the Revolutionary 
War in New Jersey and was supposed to have 
made cannon balls for George VVashington s 
army. He got interested in acting while attending 
Princeton University. 

He made his movie debut in 1934 singing to 
Shirley Temple in “Stand Up and Cheer.” 

“The audience stood up and left,” Foran used to 
quip. 

He made over 200 movies, including about 20 
VVesterns. The most famous ws “Fort Apache” 
with Wayne. Henry Fonda and Victor McLaglen. 
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UNIVERSAL SERIAL "WINNERS OF THE WEST” 


MOVIE MATERIAL FOR SALE 


SERIAL BROCHURES: These color brochures, 8/2 x 11, are printed on heavy stock and contain stills and 
chapter-by-chapter synopsis of the following Republic serials: 


DAREDEVILS OF THE RED CIRCLE ZORRO”S FIGHTING LEGION 

THE PURPLE MONSTER STRIKES DAREDEVILS OF THE VEST 

ADVENTURES OF RED RYDER DRUMS OF FU MANCHU 

KING OF THE MOUNTIES CAPTAIN AMERICA 
SPY SMASHER 


These brochures are priced at $4.00 each plus .75€ postage on each brochure ordered. 


SERIAL STILLS: Linda Stirling in “Zorro”s Black Whip,” Victor Jory in “The Shadow,” Buck Jones and 
Dorothy Fay in “White Eagle,” Bill Elliott and Carmen Morales in “Valley of Vanishing Men,” Scott Kolk 
and Jean Rogers in “Secret Agent X-9” and Buster Crabbe, Charles Middleton and Wheeler Oakman in 
“Flash Gordon”s Trip to Mars.” All are priced at $2.00 each. 


VVESTERN STILLS: John Wayne (5 different), Clint Eastwood (2 different) , Tom Mix and Louise Lovely in 
"The Feud,” Charles Starrett as The Durango Kid with Smiley Burnette, William Boyd as Hopalong 
Cassidy, Randolph Scott, Tex Ritter and Gary Cooper. All are priced at $2.00 each. 


LEADING LADIES: Lana Turner, Claudette Colbert, Vivien Leigh, Susan Hayward, Betty Grable, Betty 
Hutton, Mae West, Marlene Dietrich, Veronica Lake, Maria Montez, Rita Hayworth, Judy Garland and 
Bette Davis. All are priced at $2.00 each. 


LEADING MEN: Tyrone Power (2 different), Errol Flynn, John Garfield, Cary Grant, Spencer Tracy, 
James Cagney, Humphrey Bogart, Clark Gable, Fred Astaire, Johnny Weissmuller as Tarzan and Douglas 
Fairbanks. All are priced at $2.00 each. 


When ordering stills please add .704 postage to your total order. 


NOSTALGIA ENTERPRISES 
11702 Venice Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90066 


STEADY, DALE 
| THINK | SEE ONE NOW. 


YOU'RE INVITED TO JOIN A WORLD - WIDE 
ORGANIZATION WHOSE MEMBERS BUY, SELL AND 
TRADE SERIAL, B-WESTERN AND OLD - TIME 
RADIO SOUNDTRACKS RECORDED ON CASSETTES 
OR REELS. 


Send for our 
ANNUAL DUES | FREE PRİCE LIST 


5 5 Over 50 COMPLETE 


serial soundtracks: 
FOREIGN- 0 are available for, / 
your listening 
pleasure / 
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interviews WALTER REED 


SERIAL 
WORLD 


Republic vvas a studio where you kept your mouth 
shut because you never knew whenthe walls were 
bugged. 

SW: I've never seen ANGEL ON THE 
AMAZON. 

WR: ANGEL ON THE AMAZON was so bad! 
George Brent vvas the lead, Gus Sehilling was the 
comic in it, and Constance Bennett was in it too. 
We were in a plane that crashed in the jungle. We 
had been filming two weeks and the assistant 
director says, "Well, we'll see you Monday 
morning.” We said, “Okay,” and started to walk 
away. We got about 8 block away when the 
assistant director said, “Hey, Walter and Gus, 
come back here. When is your guarantee up?” 
And vve said, ““Today.” So he said, “VVell, as long 
as your guarantee is up, forget it.” And when 1 
saw the picture, the two of us just disappeared 
and you never knew what happened to us, That's 
the way they made pictures. 

SW: What did you think of Herbert J. Yates, 
boss of Republic Studios? 

WR: I liked him. He was an older man, who 
hadn't gotten along with his wife for years and 
years, and I don't think she would have given him 
a divorce. He discovered Vera Hruba Ralston and 
after his wife died, he married her. He was a great 
athlete and a very povverful man. If you took hold 
of his arm, it was just like taking hold of a 
hamhock. He vvas strong: at 65 he vvas absolutely 
like a bull. And he like athletes. Forrest Tucker 
got a lot of roles at Republic. Well, Yates liked 
Forrest because he was a great golfer: he wasa 
one handicap golfer. Yates was a very rich man. 
He owned Consolidated Laboratories and that”s 
where he really made his dough from. Yates 
never paid anyone much money but he was very 
loyal. He was a good guy and 1 was very fond of 
him. 


SERIAL WORLD INTERVIEWS 
WALTER REED - PART וו‎ 


BY GREG JACKSON JR. 


Walter Reed has appeared in 150 motion pictures 
and 400 television shows. He has become a part of 
the history of cliffhangers by starringin FLYING DISC 
MAN FROM MARS and GOVERNMENT AGENTS VS. 
PHANTOM LEGION, two serials made by Republic 
Studios in 1951. 

SERİAL WORLD #19 featured the first part of this 
interview of Walter Reed. He talked about how he 
made his first motion picture when he was 13. İtvvas 
entitled REDSKIN and starred Richard Dix. Later on, 
Joel McCrea helped Walter Reed and soon he was 
signed to a contract at RKO. He did movies like 
BOMBARDIER and was getting more and more 
important roles. Then he went into the Army Air 
Corps during World War II. When he returned from 
the service after the war, he found that he had tore- 
establish himself in the motion picture business. 
After his RKO contract expired, Walter Reed free- 
lanced and eventually found himself at Republic. 


SW: Did you ever make a movie with Vera 
Hruba Ralston? 

WR: I did a picture called ANGEL ON THE 
AMAZON with Vera Hruba Ralston and she was 
Yates' girl friend at the time; he married her 
eventually. He used to sit on the set and you didn't 
speak to her betvveen scenes because she vvas his 
girl. I was warned by the assistant director, 
“Don't get too friendly with Vera. Just say, ‘Good 
Morning,’ when you come in and do your job.” I 
couldn't have cared less: 1 was a married man. 


WALTER REED IN TWO SCENES FROM REPUBLIC PICTURES 
“FLYING DISC MAN FROM MARS” 4 


VVR: Gosh,Iremember him. Hewasalifeguard 
in Santa Monica before doing the serial and then 
he was a lifeguard again afterwards. Ithink he's 
retired novv. 

SW: Here's a list of the cast from that serial. 

WR: I remember Dick Curtis. He was a big 
heavy around for years. George Meeker was 
guite well known. Eddie Dew became a director. 
Dale Van Sickel and Tom Steele actedinthe serial 
besides doing stunts. Arthur Space is a good 
friend of mine. Terry Frost vvas in it, too. 

SW: Which of your 2 serials is your favorite? 

VVR: Oh, FLYING DISC MAN FROM MARS 
because it”s a cult thing now. 1 mean everybody 
loves that one. You know, it's so bad, it's good. 

SW: In 1951 you made WELLS FARGO 
GUNMASTER with Allan “Rocky” Lane and Roy 
Bareroft. What did you think of Rocky Lane? 

WR: I liked Allan. He was a guy who was a 
juvenile around town, when he saw the writing on 
the wall that westerns were the smart thing. He 
went out and learned how to be a very fine rider, 
put on a big hat, vvas the first guy to vvear Levison 
the screen, and became a damn good cowboy. 
Actually he was no more a cowboy than you or 
me. He was brought up in a city and he made 
himself a cowboy - and a good one. He vvanted to 


* get ahead so badly. I got so I liked Allan very 


much. He was the lead, of course, in VELLS 
FARGO GUNMASTER but when he"d get off the 
picture, he'd turn into a pretty good sport. Then I 
met him years later and he vvas a real nice guy. 
He vvas the voice of MR. ED on that TV series and 
I did tvvo of those shows with Alan Young. 

SW: Most actors I've interviewed have told me 
that Rocky Lane was hard to get along with. 

VVR: Well, when you were working with him, he 
wanted you to do it his way. And I don't blame him 
- it was his picture. You were only doing a one shot 
deal but he was trying to make 8 lot of them. He 
wanted to be the star of these pictures. If someone 
comes in 8 screws Up his picture, you can't blame 
him for being dissatisfied. He wanted you to be 
good so that you made him look good too, and I 
can't blame him. I never had an argument with 
Allan. We just talked the things over. I'd say, 
“Hey, Allan, what do you think if we did such and 
such?” He'd say, “No, I'd rather not.” And I'd 
say, "Okay." But I'd give him the suggestion and 
he never said, "Look, damn it, doit my way.” And 
then I ve go over and have a drink vvith him over 
at “Keith Jones” around the corner and we 
became damn good friends. 1 liked him. 


Greg Jackson Jr. and Walter Reed today. 
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SW: Do you think serials were made too fast? 
VVR: Yes, but that vvas the art of them. Serials 
separated the men from the boys. VVe did 20 to 25 
pages of script a day. In a regular picture you'd do 
2 pages a day. My mother died during the filming 
of one of my serials and it could have really torn 
them apart because they had a schedule to meet. I 
had 2 more days to do and I said, “No, I'll finish 
and we'll have my mother's funeral then.”” Yates 
did come down and thanked me for this. During 
the last 2 days I did most of my dialoges. I did all 
of the office scenes for the 12 episodes and then we 
vvent out and 1 did everything outside. Do you 
realize that for those last 2 days 1 did 40 pages of 
long dialogue? It's easy when you re doing the 
action scenes but ] did 40 pages of just sheer 
dialogue in those last 2 days and that's tough to do. 

SW: How were you with memorizing lines? 

WR: Not that great but I learned how to do it 
when I did stock. I went back East once and did 
186 weeks of stock. You learn your own way of 
memorizing lines; everybody learns lines 
differently. When you're in the groove and you're 
young, it becomes easy. If you're doing a TV 
series, you don't have to worry about the 
character. If you're doing THREE'S COMPANY 
or something like that, you know the character: 
you've set the character and it's much easier. 
Even if it's not exactly right, you know what the 
character would say. It's much tougher to go in 
and do a bit part where you have one good long 
scene than it is to do the lead. When you're doing 
the lead, you get to know everybody and how to 
work with them. 

SW: What did you do between scenes in a 
serial? Did you play cards? 

WR: Not on a serial: you don't have time. In 
between scenes you're running to some other 
place or getting out of one car and into another 
because they tell you it matches something that 
they have on stock footage. I drove 22 cars in one 
serial and I almost gave Freddie Brannon, the 
director, a heart attack the first day I was there. 
He said, "Okay, Walter, get in that car and drive 
it off there.” And I said, "I don't drive.” Now I 
knew that they had to match all these stock shots 
that Ralph Byrd had done. So Freddie almost had 
a heart attack when he thought I couldn't drive. I 
was just kidding, of course. So I drove the 22 cars 
and they were real old cars. 

SW: Did you ever see FLYING DISC MAN 
FROM MARS in 1951 when you made it? Did you 
ever go to a movie theater to see a chapter? 

WR: Hell no! The first time I ever saw it was 2 
years ago when 3 San Francisco TV station 
showed it. They ran one episode between pictures 
on CREATURE FEATURES every week for 12 
weeks. 

SW: What about your other serial, 
GOVERNMENT AGENTS VS. PHANTOM 
LEGION? 

WR: No, I never saw it. I don't even remember 
what that's about. 

SW: Mary Ellen Kay played your leading lady 
in that serial. 

WR: I don't even remember what she looks 
like. You work so hard in 8 serial that you really 
don't have time for anything. You just learn the 
lines and get on there and do it. 

SW: Fred Coby played “Cady,” one of the 
villains in GOVERNMENT AGENTS VS. 
PHANTOM LEGION. 


WR: Oh, about 15 or 20 years ago. It doesn't 
seem that long ago. TV was pretty young then. 
Anyway, this Sidney Lansfield directed it. Dick 
Erdman and Fay Wray were also in the cast. 
Sidney Lansfield always had to have a patsy on 
the show and since I was the least known guy, he 
started riding me and riding me. We were doing 8 
scene where I was driving a car and Jane Wyman 
was sitting next to me. There was a process 
screen behind us and a guy was turning the wheel 
for me and I followed the motions of the wheel. 
And Lansfield kept saying, “Cut. Cut. Hey, do it 
like Cary Grant.” Jane never said anything but I 
finally got out of the car and said, "Look. I'm not 
Cary Grant. If I made his money. I'd be Cary 
Grant. I'm doing it my way. If you don't like it, 
then get somebody else.” And he kept needling 
me and needling me and I said, "I understand 
that Vic Mature threw you through a process 
screen at Fox. You know, you're just about to go 
through a second one.” And he said, “Baby, 
svveetheart,” and all that kind of stuff and put his 
arm around me. But I never became a friend of 
his becuase I don't like people who do that; they 
use the person who can't talk back as much and 
start needling him. 

SW: How do you feel when you watch one of 
your old movies? 

WR: You know, when I look at old pictures I was 
in - not just my serials - I see we were overacting 
so much. Now you see guys like Dustin Hoffman 
and they look so loose. We see ourselves and we 
were overacting. but when you see Rudolph 
Valentino and guys from those days, they 
overacted a hell of a lot more than we did. I'm 
sure that if I were acting now, I wouldn't look like 
I was overacting like in my old pictures. We had to 
overact because we couldn't overlap dialogue. 
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IN THE NEXT ISSUE 


AN INTERVIEW WITH TOM STEELE 


SW: Did you ever work with Tris Coffin or 1. 
Stanford Jolley? 

WR: no, but 1 knew who they were. 

SW: Did you work with Terry Frost? 

VVR: I vvorked with Terry a lot of times, like on 
Flying A shovvs. 

SW: And you worked with 0% 

WR: Oh sure, in that Allan “Rocky” Lane 
picture. Roy had a place over in Studio City and he 
had a lot of big wrought iron gates around it. Roy 
was the backbone of Republic. 

SVV: He vvas under exclusive contract to 
Republic from 1943 to 1953. 

WR: That's a long time to be under contract to 
one studio. He vvas in everything that they did out 
there. 

SVV: Did you ever appear with Gene Autry in 
one of his movies or on his TV series? 

WR: I never worked with Gene Autry but I 
worked for him. Gene Autry 18 8 no talent guy 
except that he has the great business ability to 
surround himself with brilliant people---and 
that's an art. Manny Schaefer was one of the 
smartest men in the business. He was the head 
producer of Gene Autry's Flying A Productions. 
Manny Schaefer was probably one of the great 
geniuses of knowing how to do things with short 
dough. I did 8 show like BUFFALO BILL JR. or 
ANNIE OAKLEY and Manny said, “Look, 
whenever you're not working, Walt, and you want 
to work, just call us up and we'll see if we got 
something.” So I'd call Lou Gray, who was 
Manny's assistant, and say, “Hey, Lou, you got 
anything next week?” And he'd say, “Wait a 
minute. Let me look, Walt. Yeah, you want to do 
two ANNIE OAKLEYS?” We'd do two in a week 
up at Pioneertown. I'd be an engineer in one and 
another character in the second show. I'd change 
my wardrobe and ride the same horse through the 
same place. You wouldn't make very much 
money then but you'd get residuals on both of 
those when they'd be shown, and I found out that 
you ended up making damn good money out of 
them. 50 1 did a lot of them. 

SW: You told me how you got 68 ticks on your 
back when you jumped out of a car, but were you 
ever injured while making a movie or TV show? 

WR: Well, I broke my leg in a picture called 
FIGHTER SOUADRON at Warners. 1 was just 
walking along the stage and I tripped on a piece of 
linoleum that was sitting up and broke my leg. 
Raoul Walsh, the director, accused me of doing it 
so that I could get closeups. I did the whole picture 
vvith a vvalking cast on, but they did have to take 
more closeups. 

SW: Was there any actor or director you didn”t 
get along with? 

WR: Yes, one director. His name was Sidney 
Lansfield. They wanted me to play opposite Jane 
Wyman in a pilot for a TV series called DR. AND 
MR. MORROW. She was going to play a female 
pediatrician. Bill Goodwin, who was an 
announcer and quite 8 comic, was going to play 
Mr. Morrow, her husband. And I was going to play 
a pediatrician who worked with her. 

SW: How many years ago was this? 


and he had better make a lot of money and get 
out.” And George made a lot of money. George 
was one of my dear friends. I just can't believe he 
would kill himself. He liked life too much. 1 know 
he was drinking pretty much at that time but he 
was never an alcoholic. I hadn't seen him for 3or 4 
weeks before his death because he was going 
around with a girl. But I used to go over once a 
week and have dinner with him or he'd come to 
my house. He came to my house every Sunday for 
3 years. We'd go out to the pool and have dinner 
and he'd hang around. And then when my wife 
was taking a ceramic class, I'd go to see him on 
Friday nights. Oh, we were very good friends. 
George was never the type to commit suicide. He 
would if he were old and sick because he was not 
afraid of anything. The only thing I can think of is 
that he was miserable and said, "To hell with it,” 
and shot himself when he was drunk and really 
didn't know what he was doing. But he could have 
been helped, you know. 

SW: Before doing the SUPERMAN TV series, 
George Reeves made the motion picture 
SUPERMAN AND THE MOLE MEN for Lippert 
in 1951. You were also in that movie. Did George 
Reeves know at that time that they were thinking 
of making a SUPERMAN TV series? 

WR: Oh yes. He was already signed for the TV 
series. The movie was actually the pilot for the TV 
series. They wanted to make the 2 episodes into 8 
motion picture so that they could sell it as å 
feature: that way they couldn't lose their money. 
Then they could sell it to Japan, Australia and all 
over the world. 

SW: What are you doing now? 

WR: I'm retired. I took my pension. I had 8 
massive heart attack 15 years ago and started 
cutting down and I moved out of town. I'm fine 
now. I'm in better shape now than a lot of guys. I 
decided to phase out kind of gradually and I did 
some shows after that. I had gotten a broker's 
license in real estate and I found out that I made 
more money when I got out of the motion picture 
business than I ever did when I was in it. So I did 
STREETS OF SAN FRANCISCO and shows like 
that and I'd work out of San Francisco a little. I'd 
come down and do IRONSIDE and shows like 
that. And I did THE SAND PEBBLES and played 
an admiral in TORA! TORA! TORA! 

SW: If a director or producer you know called 
you up today to do a part, would you do it? 

WR: Not now. They have called me and I say, 
“No vay.” 

THE END, 
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You knovv hovv people overlap their dialogue in 
person. Well. guys like Dustin Hoffman and 
Robert Redford look so loose like they're falling 
apart. Even Cary Grant says he looks like he was 
overacting so much. You know, that was alittle 
different style in those days. We mature as 
actors. We don't need to be ashamed of our acting 
then. We were doing it sincerely and. hey, it made 
money. 

SW: You were in the Army Air Corps during 
World War II, weren't you? 

WR: Sure, We fought the Battle of Broadway, 
the Battle of Boston Common. and the Battle of 
20th Century-Foxhole. 

SW: That's funny. 

WR: I went into the service before I had to: I 
had a son. They called me and I was to go into the 
service in 6 months. Irving Lazar, the famous 
agent who's now known as Swifty Lazar, called 
me and said Moss Hart saw me in BOMBARDIER 
and wanted me for the same king of part in 
WINGED VICTORY. So he asked if I'd join the 
service. I said. "Well, I'm about to be drafted in 6 
months. so, okay, I'll join.” I did and the Air 
Force lost me in Kearns, Utah. All of a sudden 
they called me and said, “Where the heck are 
you?” I told them and they said, “Well, we finally 
found you. so don't worry. ' And that afternoon I 
was on the firing line when a guy asked for me. He 
had a telegram from General Arnold, the head of 
the Air Force. I was flown back to Bowling Field. 
Washington. and then to New York City in another 
plane. Then they said, “Okay, now you can open 
your orders.” It said, “Report to 1440 North 
Broadway.” Well. I got there and I was late. Since 
they couldn't wait for me any longer, they had 
started rehearsals on WINGED VICTORY and 8 
guy named Mark Daniels got my part, the 
romantic lead. So I understudied him for the 
whole run although I got to play the part in 
Philadelphia. And George Reeves, who was one of 
my best friends, was also in it. 

SW: Did you meet George Reeves in the 
service? 

WR: Yes, I still don't think that George 
committed suicide. I think he was killed. A guy 
named Damien O'Flynn and myself were very 
good friends of his, and we were interviewed by 
the police, and they found a couple extra bullet 
holes in the woodwork. I know that George had 
$10,000 or $15.000 hidden in the house because he 
told me. They say he had been drinking a little and 
put 8 Luger in his mouth and blew his head off. 
But somebody else could have done that too. I 
don't know that as a fact but they were a little bit 
suspicious of the thing. 

SW: I read another theory on George Reeves' 
death. A week or two before his death. George 
Reeves had been in an automobile accident. As å 
result of the accident, he had severe headaches 
and so he was taking a lot of medicine. And 
perhaps his taking too much medicine combined 
with his drinking caused him temporarily to not 
realize what he was doing when he shot himself. 

WR: That could have been. I hadn't heard that 
story before. George'e mother never believed 
that he shot himself. Knowing George, if he were 
in his right mind, he would never have been the 
type to commit suicide. When he took the role of 
Superman, he told me, “Look, I'm going to make 
a lot of money. Whenever a person takes a role 
like this, he knows that it's the end of his career 
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While Dick and Gvven are examining some 
sawdust found in the study, Junior, who has 
remained behind when the other orphansleft with 
their teacher, raises the alarm, when he sees 
three thugs trying to leave with a brief case. The 
brave boy tackles one and Dick arrives to stop 
another from harming Junior. One of the thugs 
escapes. The brief case contains phonograph 
records, which, combined with the sawdust, 
enable Dick to deduce that Martino, the 
puppeteer, was the killer. When Junior's teacher 
returns, seeking the missing Junior, Dick informs 
that the boy is the only one able to identify the 
missing gangster, so Dick is keeping the boy in his 
car until this gangster is apprehended. 

Gordon, who was Brewster's lawyer, 
remembers that the latter gave him a letter to be 
opened if anything hapened to him. When Gordon 
goes to get it from his office, he is followed and 
forced off the road. His unconscious body is taken 
to a mansion, where the Lame One and his mad 
scientist, Moloch, are waiting. The latter 
performs a gland operation, which makes Gordon 
unable to tell right from wrong -- a zombie who is 
willing to help the Lame One battle his own 
brother. The operation has left scars and a white 
streak in his hair, so not even Dick can recognize 
the transformed Gordon. 

Anderson receives threatening letters, 
demanding that he release Martino, but he 
refuses and Martino is convicted of Brewster's 
murder. The governor receives a letter, 
demanding that he call of Martino”s execution, or 
the Bay Bridge vvill be destroyed on the day of its 
opening. The governor turns the letter over to 
Tracy, who, with his aides, traces the typewriter 
used on the letter to one of the Spider Gang”s 
hideouts. VVhen they raid the hideout, Dick finds 3 
chart, which leads him to suspect that the gang 
will use Sonic vibrations in their attempt to 
destroye the Bay Bridge. 

Dick mobilizes all available trucks, which he 
leads to the bridge, intending to load the bridge 
vvith them and so foil the gang”s calculations. As 
the convoy approaches the bridge, which the 
governor was to dedicate, the Lame One's Flying 
Wing comesinto view, with Gordon at the controls 
of the Sonic Disintegrator. 

Burke, one of the gang, who is driving one of the 
trucks, suddenly swerves his truck across the 
approach to the bridge, blocking the way. Tracy 
gets out of his vehicle. As he is trying to move the 
stalled truck, the bridge starts swaying, as the 
Sonic Disintegrator begins to work on the 
structure. A girder falls, hitting Dick and 
knocking him down. As he lies helpless, more 
girders are shaken loose and fall toward the 
helpless Tracy, apparently crushing him. 


Chapter Two: The Bridge of Terror 


The falling girders hit the rail above Dick's 
head and fall harmlessly into the sea below. 
Tracy gets up and helps Steve move the stalled 
truck out of the way, so the truck convoy can 
move onto the bridge. Once this has been done, 
not even the full power of the Sonic Disintegrator 
can destroy the bridge. Tracy calls the Police Air 
Patrol to intercept the Flying Wing, which evades 
them easily by going up to an altitude, which the 
police planes cannot attain. The Flying Wing 
lands at its secret hanger at an old abandoned 


power plant. CONTINUED ON PAGE 18 
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DICK TRACY 
(REPUBLIC MARCH-MAY 1937( 
By Charles McCleary 


CAST & CREDITS 


Dick Tracy: uz ああ 03348 3 を Ralph Byrd 
Mike McGurk ........................... Smiley Burnette 
Moloch <. <k: əə əəə ibadi John Piccori 
Steve Lockwood .......................... Fred Hamilton 
Ellery Brewster ............................... John Dilson 
Walter Odette .............................. Edwin Stanley 
Martino ......-vmiiadsesapssekesunssneneseanp. Herbert Weber 
Flynn xirana êêê Pelin: niese George De Normand 
Oscar & Elmer..... m ceai Rs Themselves 
Clayton: ze le əyə eee dea VVedgevvood Novvell 
Gwen Andrews ............................... Kay Hughes 
לסוח טפ‎ sees se tn 0 Lee Van Atta 


Gordon Tracy (after) .................. Carleton Young 
Clive Anderson ................... Francis X. Bushman 
Paterho-::- əə sə mm Dua Theodore Lorch 
Cloggerstein Harrison Greene 


Burke i inte caca cata aaa e tg a Buddy Roosevelt 
Korvitch .................................. Eyron K. Foulger 
Gordon Tracy (before) ................. Richare Beach 
זז‎ Nat Levine 
Associate Producer ........... 4. Laurence VVickland 
Directed by .............. Ray Taylor and Alan James 


Based on the nevvspaper comic strip of the same 
name by Chester Gould. 
Screenplay by Barry Shipman and Winston Miller. 
Original Story by Morgan Cox and George Morgan. 
Photography ...... William Nobles and Edgar Lyons 
Music Supervisor ............................. Harry Grey 
Supervising Editor ..................... Murray Seldeen 
Film Editors ........... Helene Turner, Edvvard Todd 
Bill VVitney 


NOTE: This is a typical adaptation of a comic strip 
character by Republic. Dick svvitches from a police 
detective to a G-Man. He has picked up two 
assistants, but lost Pat Patton. His chief, Brandon, 
suddenly finds himself in the Coast Guard (?), while 
Tess is replaced by Gwen. 

There was apparently a feature version of the 
same title. It was composed of the first two and last 
two chapters and is very poor. 


Chapter One: The Spider Strikes 


When the Lame One, head of the Spider Gang, 
executes the rebellious members of his gang, the 
ensuing Spider Mark Murders of known criminals 
baffle police all over the country. In desperation 
they turn to the FBI, which refers the case to Clive 
Anderson's office and his ace G-Man, Dick Tracy. 

Just after the latest murder has been 
discovered, Gordon Tracy, Dick's lawyer 
brother, visits Dick's office to wish Dick “Happy 
Birthday” and try to persuade him to attend 8 
special performance that Ellery Brewster is 
giving at his mansion for the orphans. Dick is too 
busy but allows his assistants, Mike McGurk and 
Steve Lockwood, along with Gwen Andrews, 
Tracy's secretary and lab assistant, to attend the 
performance. 

At the estate, while the group, including Junior 
and the other orphans, are watching Martino and 
his puppets, Brewster is summoned to his study 
by his secretary for 8 phone call. While there, he 
is murdered. When the secretary discovers his 
body, she raises an alarm and Tracy is 
summoned to take charge. 
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combined with a code message they found in the 
cabin of the tramp steamer, leads Dick to believe 
the Spider Gang vvill attempt to steal the Mogra 
Necklace, being brought to this country by M. 
Renee on the dirigible Pacific Queen for ajewelry 
convention and exhibition. 

Dick and Steve, posing as nevvsreel men, to 
enable them to use their flouroscopic equipment, 
fly to the dirigible, which uses special gear to 
hook their plane. They rush to Renee's stateroom 
and find that the necklace has been stolen from its 
hiding place. Tracy has the captain assemble the 
passengers in the main salon, supposedly for 
newsreels. As the two G-Men are using the 
flouroscope to search the passengers for the 
necklace, Mills, a supposediy hunchbacked 
assenger, pulls a gun and covers them. Removing 
his coat, Mills reveals that his hunchback is really 
a parachute, which he uses to bail from the 
dirigible. Dick and Steve rush to their plane, but 
before they can reach Mills, he is taken aboard 
the Flying Wing. 

When the reporters hound Dick later, he 
produces the imitation of the Mogra Necklace, 
which he had gotten from Renee, and tells the 
reporters that the gang has been tricked by the 
jeweler and taken only an imitation. He adds that 
Renee is going to take the real necklace on East as 
he planned. 

Tracy plans to substitute a radio-controlled 
plane for Renee”s craft and uses the robot plane 
as a decoy to trap the gang. Junior, hovvever, is on 
board the robot plane when it takes off. As the 
Flying Wing appears, Mike tells Dick of Junior's 
plight. Tracy tries to drive the robot plane out of 
danger, but Junior has disconnected the radio 
controls. Tracy and Steve take off in a plane, from 
which Dick transfers to the robot plane. The 
Flying Wing attacks. Bullets shatter the 
instrument panel and set the craft afire. It 
plunges in flames, out of control, toward the 
ground below. 


Chapter Five: Brother Against Brother 


Dick grabs 8 parachute and straps it or. He 
jumps from the burning plane, with Junior 
clinging to him. Seeing the plane crash, Gordon 
heads for his new hiding place, after radioing 
Carter to pick up the necklace from the wreckage. 
Tracy plants the necklace'in the wreckage as 
Steve lands near Junior and Dick. As Junior and 
Steve repair Steve's plane, Dick keeps watch on 
the wreck and sees Flynn and some others drive 
up. Flynn finds the necklace case and hides the 
necklace in his boot, before taking the empty case 
back to Carter. When the gangsters drive off, 
Tracy flags a passing model T, driven by Oscar 
and Elmer, and gets them to follow the gangsters' 
car. The trail leads to the Beechwood Hotel, 
which has been shut down. 

Meanwhile the Lame One finds out about 
Fiynn's double cross and murders him. Tracy 
finds the real necklace, where the Lame One, 
thinking it spurious, had thrown it away. Tracy 
finds the gang's radio room and calls to Steve, 
telling the gang”s location. The gang comes upon 
Dick, as he is broadcasting, and overpowers him. 

Mike and Gwen, who are flying to Dick's aid, 
receive his message and land near the hotel. The 
Lame One finds the real necklace on Tracy and 
realize that Dick has tricked them. Dick pulls out 
a bottle of castor oil. Telling the gang it is 
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DICK TRACY CONTINUED 


Through clues found by vacuming the captured 
Burke's clothing, Dick suspects the old power 
house may be used by the gang. He goes there 
with Steve and encounters the gang. During the 
fight. Tracy enters the Flying Wing and destroys 
the Sonic Disintegrator. 

To evade the gang, Dick and Steve take off in an 
airplane. which had been warming up to take 
Gordon to the Lame One's headquarters. Shots 
fired by the gang hit some of the spark plugs of the 
plane's radial engine and the craft goes out 
control. It crashes into a wooden railway trestle 
with Dick and Steve still in it. 


Chapter Three: The Fur Pirates 


The plane falls to the ground, where Dick 
carries the unconscious Steve from the burning 
plane. In the meantime, Gordon and the others 
take off in the Flying Wing. 

Commander Brandon visits Tracy to tell him 
that the 5.5. Morovania is arriving with 8 million 
dollar shipment of furs, which the captain fears 
may be hijacked by the Spider Gang. Tracy, 
however, cannot help him, since the vessel is 
outside his jurisdiction. 

Tracy, who has tried in vain to get any 
information from Burke, intercepts a message, 
sent the later by the gang, telling Burke the 
planned prison break for him has been postponed, 
until the gang has struck at the Morovania. 
Realizing Burke holds a clue to the method the 
gang will use, Tracy arranges for Burke to be 
freed, supposedly by the Spider Gang, while 
Tracy hides in the rumble seat of the car Burke 
escapes in. 

Tracy secretes himself on board the launch 
taking Burke out to meet Gordon on the tramp 
steamer in the river basin. Gordon suspects 8 
trap, when Burke shows up. In the meantime, 
Dick overpowers the gang's radio operator and 
broadcasts the gang's location to Mike and 
Junior. Tracy is discovered by the gang who 
overpowers him and binds him. 

Gordon and his men use 8 smoke screen, mixed 
with gas, to take care of the crew of the 
Morovania, so they can board the vessel and steal 
the furs. Inthe meantime, Dick uses atrick knife, 
concealed in his signet ring, to cut his bonds. He 
reaches the deck and turns off the smoke-gas 
generator. He jumps overboard and is picked up 
by Steve, Brandon and the latter's men. Tracy 
tells them of the raid on the Morovania. They 
board the vessel and succeed in foiling the 
attempted robbery. 

When Gordon escapes in 8 launch, Tracy 
pursues him in another speedboat. The chase 
leads through a narrow lane between two large 
steamers. When Dick follows, the two large 
vessels swing together. Tracy tries to fend them 
off with a boat hook, but in vain. His boat is 
crushed, apparently with Dick still on board. 


Chapter Four: Death Rides the Sky 


Tracy jumps overboard before his boat is 
crushed by the hulls. Seizing a life preserver 
thrown him by the crew of one of the steamers, 
who has seen his plight, Dick is pulled to safety. 

While Steve and Dick are examing the 
equipment aboard the tramp steamer, 
Commander Brandon brings Dick a clipping, 
found on one of the captured gangsters. This, 


Johnny and get the location of his secret mine. He 
and Steve go to Johnny's hotel and warn him of 
the attempt. 

That night. at the meeting of the jewelers, 
Gordon, posing as a member of the group's law 
firm, succeeds in stealing the map of the mine, 
which Johnny has drawn for the group. Gordon 
escapes with it, after shooting Johnny. From 
clues found on dohnny”s clothing, Dick deduces 
that the mine is located near the ghost tovvn of 
Coyote VVells. 

Dick flies there with Steve, as Johnny comes 
out of his coma and warns Gwen of a trap set at his 
mine. After they land, Dick and Steve separate to 
investigate the area. Steve is ambushed, but Dick 
comes to his aid. In the ensuing fight Dick is 
captured as the Flying VVing heads there as do 
Gwen, Mike and Junior. 

Dick frees himself from the ropes binding him, 
while the gang searches for the mine. In the 
course of Dick's fight with the gang. he steps on a 
section of the floor which gives way, plunging him 
into a pit full of water, while the reviving Steve is 
met my Gwen and the others. As Dick tries to 
climb out of the pit, the gang finds him. One of 
them dravvs his gun and aims at the helpless G- 
Man. As the scene ends, shots ring out, 
apparently sealing Tracy's doom. 


Chapter Eight: Battle in the Clouds 


Seeing Tracy's aides are already there, Gordon 
decides not to land the Wing. Steve rushes inside 
in time to shoot the gangster, who was about to 
open fire on the trapped Tracy. (These are the 
shots hear at the end of the previous chapter) 
While Steve covers the gang, Mike throws Dick a 
long rope which he uses to climb out of the pit. 

Later, as Potter and Odette are paying Tracy 
another visit at this office, Betty Clayton, 
daughter of the famous aviation engineer. 
arrives, seeking help in protecting her father's 
new high speed airplane. She tells Dick that there 
was an attempt to steal the plans of the 
revolutionary new engine the previous night. 
Meanwhile, Durston, the foreign agent t whom 
the stolen plans were 5010 by the gang. complains 
to Moloch that the plans are useless, since they 
are in a code knovvn only to Clayton. After 
Durston leaves for his dirigible headquarters. 
Gordon annoucnes his plan to steal the speed 
plane itself. 

Dick and his aides visit Clayton, who tells of his 
plans to turn over the plane to the government 
after the test flight, which Betty is to fly. Dick is 
invited to accompany her on the flight and 
accepts the offer. The test flight is a success, but, 
as they are about to return to the airfield, one of 
the gangsters comes out of hiding from the rear of 
the plane and attempts to make Betty fly the 
airplane to a rendezvous with the gang, but Tracy 
engages him in a fight and captures him. 

That night Henderson, supposediy from the 
Bureau of Aeronautics, arrives at Clayton's to 
pick up the plans, which the latter is giving to the 
government. Tracy exposes Henderson and his 
accomplice, but another member of the gang hits 
Dick from behind, as he is phoning the police, and 
knocks him out. They kidnap Clayton along with 
the plans. 

Steve and Mike arrive to find the dazed Tracy. 
From clues he finds, Tracy suspects the gang is 
headed for Cariboo Pass, which is near the 


-19- 


nitrogiycerine, he holds them at bay as Mike 
enters to disarm the gang. V/hen Gordon calls 
Dick”s bluff, Dick hurls the bottle and runs out of 
the room vvith Mike. He gives the necklace to 
Gwen, who takes off in the plane with Mike, as 
Dick holds off the gang with his gun. Tracy, 
fleeing from the gang, reaches the roof of the 
hotel, but is spotted by Gordon, vvho fires at his 
own brother. Tracy is apparently hit and topples 
from the roof. 


Chapter Six: Dangerous VVaters 


Dick's fall is broken by some thick bushes. In 
the meantime, Steve and Junior have landed their 
plane nearby. Dick hangs onto a board under the 
bushes and drops to the ground below, while Steve 
disperses the gang with his accurate shots. When 
Gordon and most of the gang escape in the Flying 
Wing, Steve realizes his plane does not have a 
chance to overtake the futuristic aircraft. 

Later Randolph, a famous chemist, offers the 
formula of his new alloy, nickolanium, to the 
government, despite offers from foreign 
governments. Tracy has traced fingerprints on 
one of the guns to Claude Destino, who is knownto 
hang out at Whitey's at the Cove. When Dick finds 
that the gun was originally registered to Hans 
Jansen, Randolph's watchman, he fears an 
attempt will be made by the Spider Gang to get 
the formula. 

Tracy and his aides rush to Randolph's place, 
but find the chemist unconscious and the formula 
gone. When he revives, Randolph identifies his 
assailant as Destino. Dick, with Mike and Steve, 
head for the Cove, not knowing that Junior is 
hidden in the trunk. 

In the meantime, Destino has turned the 
forumla over to Gordon, who avvaits the arrival of 
Kallian, a foreign agent, by submarine at the 
hidden cove beneath the vvaterfront dive. Tracy 
enters Whitey's with Mike and the pair are soon 
engaged in a battle with the thugs there. Dick 
finds the passage leading below and follows it, 
leaving Mike to battle the gang in the dive. Steve 
enters to help him, when he 5665 Mike is in 
trouble. 

Tracy is discovered by some gangsters and a 
fight ensues. Meanwhile Junior comes out of 
hiding and helps Mike and Steve get the drop on 
the gang. Mike goes to Dick's aid and helps him 
subjue his opponents. Tracy chases one of the 
gang, who has escaped, andis battling him when 
the submarine arrives. 

Killiam exits from it and is warned that the G- 
Men are nearby. Dick arrives in time to seize the 
formula before Killian can leave with it. While 
Dick battles Gordon, Killian enters his submarine 
and orders it to submerge. In the course of the 
fight, Dick”s foot is caught in a loop of rope, which 
is attached to the submarine. Dick is pulled into 
the water and dragged under by the submerging 
vessel. 


Chapter Seven: The Ghost Town Mystery 


Tracy succeeds in freeing his foot and svvims to 
the surface as the police, summoned by gunior, 
arrive to corner the gang, but Gordon escapes. 
Dick has saved the formula, hovvever, depriving 
the Spider Gang of it. 

Later, learning that Death Valley Johnny is 
going to sell his fabulous gold mine to a syndicate 
of jewelers, Dick fears that the gang will strike at 


SERIAL MAILBAG 


Dear Editor: 

For several years I have had a well-known film personality 
living right in my own town. She has made appearances on 
television, radio, and in many motion pictures, and, of 
course, several serials. This grand lady is none other than 
Fifi R. LaChoy, but she is known to everyone as Madame 
LaChoy. 

Let me tell you a bit about her. She was born in 1899 of a 
French father and a Chinese Mother. In the early part of this 
century she was 8 child star in some of the first films ever 
made. In the 1920s she appeared in numerous two-reel 
comedies. She also appeared briefly in some serials in the 
1920s: The Adventures and Emotions of Edgar Pomeroy 
(1920-21) and Go Get 'Em Hutch (1922). She was also an 
extra in The Veiled Mystery (1920). 

While everyone was wiped out by the Depression of the 
"30s, the Madame prospered by opening a chain of stores 
across the U.S. By 1945 she had made enough from this 
business to open another chain of stores in Europe. In the 
19405 she also had her radio program syndicated by a 
number of stations across the country. 

During the 1950s she made numerous television 
appearances in the U.S. and France. She also had her own 
local program in Canada. 

During the 1950s she made numerous television 
appearances in the U.S. and France. She also had her own 
local program in Canada. 

During the '60s she began to work more in films than she 
had in the previous decade. She worked mainly in 
Canadian features, but made occasional appearances in 
American and French films. She has also been the star of 
two films. 

For the past five years, however, she has resided right 

here in Marion, Virginia. She came in 1974 at the request of 
her sister, who died two years later. 
The Madame remembers also appearing in the following 
serials: Bound and Gagged (1919), The Lightning Raider 
(1918-19), and she was 8 native in the 1921 Elmo Lincoln 
serial, Adventures of Tarzan. 

If any of Serial World's readers wish to obtain the 
Madame's autograph or information about her, please send 
a SASE to me at: Route 1, Box 358, Marion, VA 24354. 


Sincerely, 


M.T. Sawyers 


CLASSIFED AD 


WANTED: These great serials - SUPERMAN, THE 
PHANTOM, LOST CITY, JUNGLE GIRL, PERILS OF 
NYOKA, CAPTAIN VIDEO and others. I have 28 full 
length serials on VHS video tape to loan to you for your 
different titles. Let's exchange lists: Kenneth Berry, 
3421 NW 41st Street, Oklahoma City, OK 73112. 


CLASSIFED AD 


WILL SEND YOU PUBLISHED REVIEWS, if 
available, any films, silents to the present, serials, 
westerns, obscure B pictures. 1.00 per review. Box 1324, 
Glendora, CA 91740. 


Beechwood hotel. Tracy flies there in the speed 
plane. In the meantime Gordon finally gets 
Clayton to agree to translate the plans by 
threatening to kidnap and torture Betty. 

Tracy arrives and is soon engaged in a fight 
with Clayton's captors. The inventor takes the 
plans and escapes. They are pursued by Gordon 
and his men in the Wing, which opens fire. The 
motor is apparently hit and the plane goes into 8 
dive. It crashes and explodes. 


Chapter Nine: The Stratosphere Adventure 


Seeing the speed plane is doomed, Dick dons a 
parachute. With Clayton clinging to the straps, 
Dick bails out of the doomed plane. Seeing them, 
Gordon swings the Wing around, intending to 
strafe the helpless pair, but Steve appears and 
opens fire with his machine gun. The Wing is 
forced to climb out of range. Gordon reports to 
Moloch and is ordered to recover the motors. 
which are intact, from the wrecked speed plane 
and fly them to Durston's dirigible. 

Tracy is nearby and watches as Gordon and his 
gang load the motors on the Wing. Dick knocks 
out one of the gang and exchanges clothes with 
him. With his goggles masking his face, Dick 
boards the Flying Wing with the gangsters. Steve, 
worried by Dick's long absence, thinks the Wing 
has kidnapped him, and follows it, although badly 
outdistanced by it. He sees the dirigible 
rendezvous. 

When the gang begins lovvering the motor to the 
zeppelin, Tracy slides down the rope to the 
aircraft, as the Wing with its mission 
accomplished, flies away. Dick overpowers the 
radio operator on the dirigible and radios the 
Harbor Police that he intends to turn the airship 
toward shore and bring it down if he can. Dick 
enters the control and covers Durston, the 
commander and the others. 

Steve, seeing the zeppelin returning, opens fire 
with his machine gun and sets one of its motors 
afire, as Tracy is jumped by one of the crew and 
battles them. The commander hits Tracy over the 
head with a gun, knocking him out. Durston, in 
panic, dons a parachute, planning to bail out. As 
Tracy comes to, the flaming dirigible crashes into 
the ground and explodes in a fiery mass. 


Chapter Ten: The Gold Ship 


Dick comes to in time to grab the strap of 
Durston's parachute and float to safety with the 
foreign agent. They land in the water below and 
are picked up by the police boat. 

Later Anderson and Tracy are visited by 
Vance, head of the Consolidated Steamship Lines 
and Captain Bullock of the S.S. Atlantis. They tell 
the G-men that a shipment of a million dollars in 
gold vanished from the locked vault of the 
Atlantis. A complete search of the ship failed to 
reveal the missing gold. When questioned, 
Bullock recalls a minor accident when they were 
rammed by a fishing smack. As a matter of 
routine, they are having the plates examined in 
case they were damaged in the crash. Further 
guestioning reveals that a seaman was lost 
overboard. In his locker is a note. While looking at 
it, Gwen and Dick notice the similarity of the 
handwriting with that of the lost Gordon, but 
refuse to believe he is connected with the Spider 


Gang. -20- 


Chapter Twelve: The Trail of the Spider 


At the last moment Dick manages to bring his 
boat under control and svverves it parallel to the 
big ship. The Coast Guard cutter, with Brandon, 
Gvven and the others appears and drives Gordon 
avvay. They pick up Dick and the engraver. 

Later at the FBI office Anderson calls a 
meeting of Tracy and his aides to compare notes 
in the hopes they will shed light on the identity of 
the man behind the Spider Gang. Anderson calis 
in Crane, a conductor on the railroad, who tells 
them of the sinister meeting on his train of the 
gang (chapter 1), the appearance of the Lame 
One, whom he did not see get on the train, and the 
attempt of Korvitch, who fires point-blank at the 
Lame One with no damage done to him. The next 
vvitness is Perry, a milkman, who tells them of the 
murder of Korvitch (chapter 1), including the 
appearance of the Spider mark, which was 
burned into the victim”s skin, when he was found. 
Dick recalls that Brewster was branded with a 
similar mark (chapter 1). They remember Death 
Valley Johnny (chapter 7), who lived after the 
Spider mark was shone on him. The last witness is 
Moffett, a phone man, who tells of seeing Gordon, 
being carried into a sinister mansion (chapter 1). 

At this point the group hears the awesome 
clump of the Lame One. The door is opened and 
the Lame One appears in the doorvvay. The lights 
are turned out, as one of the gang removes the 
fuse. The Spider Mark illuminates Tracy”s 
forehead. There is a shot, apparently as Dick is 
the victim of the Lame One. 


Chapter Thirteen: The Fire Trap 


Junior manages to snap a picture of the Lame 
one before the lights go out. Dick ducks out of the 
way when he sees the Spider mark on his forehead 
and thus avoids being shot. The Lame One and his 
men escape across a board to the next building 
during the confusion. 

When Junior tells Dick of taking the picture, 
Dick and his aides go to Tracy's house to develop 
the picture, but the Lame One sends Kraft there. 
The latter manages to turn on the lights in the 
darkroom, as Gwen and the others are developing 
the negative. In his haste to escape, Kraft drops a 
meal ticket with his name on it. Dick goes alone to 
the diner and spots Kraft. Dick manages to 
secrete himself on Kraft's launch, as the gangster 
goes to report to the Lame One, who is on 8 
derelict in the harbor, with Moloch and Gordon. 

As Kraft is reporting his success, Dick appears 
to cover them. The Lame One presses a hidden 
button on the floor and summons his men, who 
jump Tracy. In the ensuing fight, a kerosene 
lamp, thrown at Dick, falls and starts a f .. 
Gordon knocks out Dick vvith his gun butt. Gordon 
has his men bind Dick, before they flee from the 
burning ship. 

Dick comes to and summons Steve, using the 
transmitter he is vvearing on his belt. As Steve 
comes to Dick”s rescue, after summoning a 
fireboat, Dick tries to hobble vvith his bound feet 
up the stairs of the burning derelict. As the fire 
boat makes its vvay to the burning vessel, Steve 
reaches the dock and gets a launch take him tothe 
flaming hulf. In the meantime Dick loses his 
balance and falls back dovvn the stairs and lies 
helpless, as the flaming timbers begin falling. 
apparently burying him in the fiery debris. 


-21- 


Tracy goes, with Mike and Junior, to examine 
the Atlantis, hoping to find a clue to the missing 
gold. In the meantime，Gordon，whose ship 
rammed the Atlantis, is preparing to go there to 
pick up the hidden bullion. At the drydock Dick 
meets Stevens, the superintendent, who shows 
Tracy the vault, while agents of the Lame One, on 
board the vessel, radio a warning to Gordon of the 
G-Man”s presence. 

Stevens leaves Dick and turns over the repair to 
Clancy, foreman of the riveters, who is really in 
league with the Spider Ring. Clancy attempts to 
lock Dick in the vault, but Tracy foils him. 
Suspicious, Dick examines the blueprints Claney 
is using and realizes they are not the same ones 
Stevens shovved him. VVhen Dick goes in search of 
clancy the latter lays in wait for him and hits Dick 
with a wrench. It is only 8 glancing blow and 8 
fight ensues, as the plate of the hold they are in is 
removed by Clancy's crew. 

Junior, worried, cantacts Steve who heads for 
the drydock with two police cars. Clancy menaces 
Dick with an acetylene torch. While battling 
Clancy for the welding torch, Dick and Clancy roll 
out on the platform and roll off onto the dock. 
The dropped torch burns through the ropes, 
holding the removed plate. Clancy knocks Dick 
down. As he laysthere stunned, the rope parts and 
the heavy steel plate falls down on the prostrate 
Tracy. 


Chapter Eleven: Harbor Pursuit 


Dick, seeing the plate falling toward him, rolls 
out of the way in time. He resumes his fight with 
Clancy. Just as the rest of Clancy's crew are abut 
to overpower Dick, Steve and the police arrive 
and cover the gang. Gordon, seeing the police, 
realizes he cannot recover the hidden gold and 
leaves. Dick leads the police to the place from 
which the plate was removed and they find the 
gold. 

Later Gordon kidnaps Henry Coulter, 
government engraver, intending to make him 
help the gang in their counterfeiting plans. Odette 
and Potter come to Tracy” s office, seeking Dick to 
give a radio broadcast for a boys” club. Since Dick 
is not there, Mike volunteers to make the 
broadcast. 

When Mike makes his broadcast, Gordon, at his 
warehouse hideout, is sending a scrambled 
message to the Lame One on the same 
wavelength. Tracy returns, after finding a 
cryptic message on one of the gang: ““7.2-2:30.” 
He deduces that the 7.2 refers to a shortvvave 
frequency and has the station there triangulated. 
The lines cross at a point on the waterfront. Dick 
and Steve head there. 

They enter the warehouse and hear Coulter, 
calling for help. Entering the room, Steve and 
Dick find the engraver bound. They have just 
freed him, vvhen one of the gang finds them and 
locks the door. Dick and Steve rip up the floor 
boards. As Steve holds off the gang when they 
enter, Dick and Coulter race to a motor launch 
and cast off, pursued by Gordon and his men in 
another speedboat. In the ensuing gunfight, 
Dick”s launch goes out of control. As he tries 
desperately to bring it under control, a large ship 
looms before him. As the scene ends, there is the 
sound of a crash, presumably sounding Tracy”s 
doom. 


Dick and his men follow in another, as Gvven and 
Junior fly to the scene and land at the foot of an 
embankment. They climb up, as Dick gains on the 
Spider”s car. The speeding cars approach Gvven 
and Junior. Junior falls in the road. The car 
driven by Gordon svverves to avoid them and 
crashes through the guard rail and goes down the 
embankment to crash against a tree. 

Dick stops and hears what happened from 
Gwen and Junior. Dick rushes to the wreck and 
cradles in his arms Gordon, who recognizes Dick 
but can remember nothing of his life as the 
Spider”s chief lieutenant. Gordon dies in his 


brother”s arms. 


LONE RANGER or CLAYTON MOORE 


By Jeff VValton 

Novv that vve all knovv that The Lone Ranger is really 
Clayton Moore and that he must unmask due to a very silly 
court order, | think vve should look at his situation. Rather 
than reprint all the articles on Mr. Moore as other 
publications have done I'd like to make a suggestion to the 
Wrather Corporation, who, in my humble opinion, have 
really stirred up a bee's nest. Rather than use Mr. Moore to 
help promote their new RANGER feature in a positive way, 
they have sought to stop this fine actor from keeping their 
highly regarded character from being the legend that he 
should be. Mr. Moore has been in the past very gracious 
and friendly with fans. His image of the Ranger has become 
his way of life. Wrather Corporation, why not write your new 
film to include Mr. Moore in a sort of new flashback 
segment and show Mr. Moore turning over his Lone Ranger 
guise to a son, ergo your new younger actor. | feel this would 
not hurt the Ranger legend and will not hurt your box office 
receipts as you are going about doing now. All the publicity 
you are getting is not good and a compromise or suggestion 
from fans may well be worth listening to. 
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Chapter Fourteen: The Devil in White 


When Dick falls down the stairs, he succeeds in 
removing his bonds. He dashes up the steps and 
dives into the water, where Steve's boat picks him 
up. 
Later Odette and Potter visit Tracy's office to 
inguire about the missing Gordon. Learning there 
is still no clue, Odette inguires about Coulter and 
is told by Gwen that the engraver is still in the 
hospital. Dick, in the meantime, is at the hospital 
guestioning Coulter. Learning Coulter's family is 
to pick him up later, Dick fears the gang may 
strike at the engraver again. 

Gordon has made plans for his men to kidnap 
Coulter and take him to Cragg's Head, the 
headauarters of the Lame One, where Moloch will 
operate on the engraver and make him willing to 
cooperate with the Lame One. Dick, however, 
takes Coulter's place, with his face swathed in 
bandages, and is picked up by the gang's 
ambulance. It is followed by a series of cars, 
manned by the G-Men, who are linked by radios, 
so the gang will not get suspicious. They drivetoa 
barn and transfer Dick to a florist delivery truck 
and drive through the dragnet of unsuspecting G- 
Men. Dick is taken to Cragg's Head as Steve, 
following at a distance, becomes worried and 
finds the abandoned ambulance. 

When Dick is taken into the presence of Moloch 
and Gordon, he covers them and is about to 
telephone his office, when he is covered by the 
Lame One, who enters behind Dick. As they 
prepare to operate on Dick as they had his 
brother, Steve meets Oscar and Elmer, who 
recall seeing the speeding florist turn near the 
abandoned power house. 

The struggling Tracy is put on the operating 
table, as Gordon watches. The ether cone is put on 
Dick's face and he grows limp. 


Chapter Fifteen: Brothers United 


In the meantime, Steve and Mike spot the florist 
truck, which one of the gangis trying to ditch. The 
two G-Men stop it and force the driver to tellthem 
where Dick was taken. Moloch and his assistants 
are in the process of removing Dick”s straps, so 
they can get him in position for the operation, 
when Gordon informs them that squad cars are 
svvarming in the area. 

Moloch starts a time bomb, before the Lame 
One, Gordon and Moloch”s assistants head dovvn 
the tunnel for the povver house, intending to 
escape in the VVing. Moloch stays behind to finish 
Tracy, but Dick comes to, having only received a 
mild dose of ether. In the ensuing fight, a can of 
< isupset. Moloch is put under by it, as it drips 
down on him, as he and Dick battle. As Steve and 
Mike break in, Dick finds he cannot shut off the 
timing mechanism. The three of them hurry down 
the tunnel to safety, as the mansion is destroyed 
by the blast. 

In the meantime the Lame One and the others 
have found the power house covered by the police 
and have headed back. They encounter the G-Men 
and a fight ensues. The Lame Onetries to hit Dick 
over the head as he battles Gordon, but the blow 
hits Gordon instead. As Gordon lies stunned, Dick 
battles the Lame One. In the course of the fight, 
the mask of the Lame One is removed to reveal 
the face of Odette, who succeeds in covering the 
G-Men so he and Gordon can escape in the car. 
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€ EDDY CAME FROM A FAMILY OF CIRCUS 
” PERFORMERS- SIOWED AWAY IN A CATTLE 
BOAT AND HEADED FOR ENGLAND AND FINALLY TO U.S.A- 
PLAYED WITH BARNUM AND BAILEY AND LATER RINGLING 
BROTHERS CIRCUS AS A TRAPEZE ARTIST FOR MANY 
YEARS. IN 1915, UNIVERSAL FILM MANUFACTURING 00. 
BEGAN USING HIS SERVICES FOR STUNT WORK-AND EDDY 
WAS ON HIS WAY TO BECOMING “KINGOF THE SERIALS. 


ROAR OF THE IRON HORSE 


the federal investigator，is taking the stage to 
nearby Flat Rock to trace a lead and vvants Jim to 
meet him there. Five masked heavies stop the 
stage and kidnap Dulling. Jim meets the stage 
later, backtracks, and finds his friend”s body. 
Two heavies ride past Jim, shooting at an old 
man. Jim drives them off and the old man, a 
prospector called Rocky, explains that his crime 
was wandering onto the Baron's land. Jim feels 
that Ulrich may be responsible for Dulling's 
death. Rocky shows Jim a group of Indians 
digging for a rumored diamond treasure on 
Ulrich's property. Oddly, these Indians 
practically worship Ulrich, working for nothing. 

Riding off, the pair is suddenly surrounded by 
Chief White Eagle and his braves. They all 
discover Ulrich to be a commone enemy and join 
forces. White Eagle wants to free his people from 
Ulrich, who controls them be bribing the tribal 
medicine man. Also, Ulrich seized Indian land by 
using an old Spanish land grant. Meanwhile, two 
of Ulrich's men, Campo and Lefty. spot railroad 
men on the Baron's land. Ulrich orders them 
eliminated. 

Later, a gang of Ulrich's men sight and chase 
Jim and Rocky to the work train, but are beaten 
back in a fierce battle. Scully accuses Jim of 
leading the attack, starts a fight, and is knocked 
out. Suddenly, Ulrich's men reappear with Indian 
reinforcements. Everyone leaps back aboard the 
train which starts backing up at full speed. 4 
dynamite box is broken out. The sticks are 


CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 
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ROAR OF THE IRON HORSE 
A COLUMBIA SERIAL (1951) 
SYNOPSIS BY RONALD VIVIAN 


Chapter 1: “Indian Attack” 


In 1867, the transcontinental railroad reached 
into the great West. An important connecting link 
was being built to the continental divide and into 
the desert beyond. Nature was fierce enough, but 
the line was having more than its share of bad 
luck, much of it through human agency. Work 
was being destroyed and supply wagons were 
hijacked. 

In one incident, two heavies push the railroad's 
own wagonload of dynamite down a hill toward 
the work train. Tom Lane, the construction 
engineer, throws a rail tie into the wheels, 
detouring it over a cliff. Scully, the brutal 
foreman, accuses the property guard of 
negligence and beats him badly before being 
stopped by Tom. Carol, Tom's sister, deplores 
Scully's viciousness to Homer Lathrop, 
superintendent in charge of the project. 

Tom tells Lathrop he believes that either some 
fired workman ur one Karl Ulrich, also known as 
"The Baron” is responsible for the sabotage. 
They agree to call in an investigator from 
Washington. 

Several days later, a man named Jim Grant 
enters the town of Sombrero not far from the 
railroad. Picking up a telegram he has been 
expecting, hereads and burnsit. Charlie Dulling, 


Scully's gang has placed timbers on the track 
which stops the train. Heavies quickly place more 
timber right behind the train and start a gun 
battle, vvounding the engineer. Rocky sees the 
attack and rides for help, but Lathrop has no men 
to send immediately. Sculiy s henchman 
overhears this and hurriediy leaves camp to 
ambush Jim and Carol who are riding to help 
Tom. Jim spots the man and knocks him out. 

Ace, the gang leader, spurs his men. They rush 
the train, but are discouraged by a steam blast. 
Carol takes cover at their rear and uses her rifle, 
drawing their fire. Jim guickiy removes the 
timbers at the back of the train and jumps aboard 
as Tom backs up. One heavy manages to leap to 
the cowcatcher as the others rush to their horses. 
Getting to the cab, the heavy gets the drop on Jim. 
There is a fight and Jim is knocked out of the 
engine. He is stunned by the fall. The outlavvs, 
riding hard after the train. cross the track and run 
their horses directiy over Jim's body. 


Chapter 4: "In the Baron's Stronghold” 


The outlaws ride over Jim but he is 
miraculously unhurt. Reviving, he finds his horse 
and gallops after the train. The outlaw on the 
train, unable to stop it, jumps off and is met by his 
companions vvho decide to make sure that Jim is 
dead. Meanwhile, Tom brings the train under 
control. Jim almost runs right into the gang, but 
loses them by ducking into a handy cave. The 
outlaws are suddenly routed by a second gang. 
Emerging, Jim finds Rocky, who is amused at 
Jim's close call. Rocky believes that the Baron”s 
men ran off the outlavvs. 

At the railroad camp, dim and Rocky meet with 
Tom, Lathrop, and Carol. Jim recognized none of 
the second gang. Lathrop שסת‎ reveals he 
possesses an agreement signed by Ulrich 
permitting the railroad on his property. Lathrop, 
opening his safe in the other room to get the 
document for Jim's benefit, is struck over the 
head. The agreement is stolen. Jim and Rocky 
decide to pay the Baron a visit. 

As they approach the Baron's hacienda, they 
find the place aparently deserted. Jim, suspicious 
because they have not been stopped up till novv, 
leaves Rocky behind cover and approaches on 
foot. Suddenly he is jumped from above by 8 
guard who is joined by tvvo others. Meanvvhile, 
Rocky suddenly finds himself being chased by 
two strangers vvith guns blazing. The Baron steps 
from his hacienda and stops the uneven fight. 
Told of the document’s theft, Ulrich finds that Jim 
never actually saw it. When he denies ever 
signing such an agreement, Jim suggests that he 
and Lathrop can best settle the dispute face to 
face. Ulrich agrees to go vvith him to the railroad 


camp. 

Rocky .+ red off his horse. The two men 
throw him “tus across his own saddle 
and rideo! <6: m Ulrich has suggested that 
dim andh ke ne south road to avoid any traps. 
Shortls veins in, finding himself in a box 
canyon Ulrich stuns him from behind and then 


signals Campo who has rigged a dynamite 
charge. When the Baron is clear, Campo 
detonates it, sending tons of rock cascading down 
upon the hapless Jim! 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 27 


quickly lit and tossed causing many casualties 
among the attackers. Suddenly, a crewman 
holding a lit stick is shot. Jim grabs the dynamite 
but freezes as he sees an Indian in the cab 
struggling with Carol and the engineer. Thereisa 
terrific explosion! 


Chapter 2: “Captured by Redskins” 


Jim flings the dynamite at the attacking 
Indians. The explosion demoralizes and scatters 
them as Jim leaps into the cab and throws the 
Indian out. Tom offers Jim a job as investigator 
and troubleshooter, mentioning that the 
government man he has sent for never showed up. 
Jim reasons that the Baron is their logical enemy, 
citing his well-known love of privacy, but Tom 
feels that there is also a second enemy. Jim 
accepts the job with the proviso that he has a free 
rein. 

Riding into Sombrero for a meal, Jim is told by 
an Ulrich man not to go into the bank. There is a 
fight. Inside the bank, Ulrich hears the 
commotion and stops his men from ganging upon 
Jim. Impressed by his courage, he offers Jim a 
job and is turned down. Questioned about 
Dulling’s death, Ulrich swears that he is innocent 
but warns Jim not to work against him and to keep 
the railroaders off his land. Jim still has no clue as 
to the killers’ identities. 

Campo, Ulrich’s liaison with the medicine man, 
informs the Baron that his indians, upset at their 
defeat in the dynamite attack, now refuse to dig 
and that the medicine man is becoming hard to 
handle due to increasing fear of White Eagle. The 
chief would have been killed long ago but for 
Campo's fear of Indian reprisals. Ulrich, 
angered, orders more gifts and a ceremonial 
sacrifice to appease the red men. 

Jim enters Ulrich's land to look around. Rocky, 
on a hill, sees Indians about to ambush him and 
fires a warning shot. Jim is still subdued by 
several braves and carried off to their camp, 
trailed by Rocky. Meanwhile, Campo and the 
medicine man are discussing their differences 
and agree that a sacrifice is the only way to 
satisfy both factions. As Rocky watches Jim 
being brought into the camp, he is joined by White 
Eagle. Braves tie Jim to a stake and build a fire. 
As they begin the sacrificial dance, the 
medicineman, wearing a ceremonial mask, 
emerges from a tent. Joining the dance, he 
suddenly approaches Jim and knocks him out 
with the butt of his tomahawk just as the flames 
enjulf Jim. 


Chapter 3: “Trapped by Outlaws” 


The ““medicine man” is really White Eagle. He 
pretends to knock Jim out and secretly cuts his 
bonds. When Jim crawls through an open spot in 
the flames, the two manage to sneak off and join 
Rocky. Later. Jim tells Lathrop that the Baron 
refuses to let the railroad cross his land. Lathrop 
is sure that the land is public property and tells 
Jim to get proof of its ownership. 

Tom takes the train and crew to check track at 
the end of the line. Scully, secretly an agent of the 
mystery saboteur, tells a henchman to get their 
gang and ambush the train. Meanwhile, Lefty 
sneaks into the main tent to spy, but it chased by 
Jim. Another heavy drives Jim off the chase with 
gunfire and the two escape. Jim advises Carol to 
check the strongbox. 


By Bob Robison 
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| THE SECRET OF TREASURE ISLAND | 
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FILM DAILY 


A rousing thriller vvith all the sensational elements to 
satisfy the thrill fans who like their excitement in 
weekly chapter doses. It features Don Terry as a 
newspaper reported sent to the mysterious Treasure 
Island to determine what happened to another reported 
who has not been heard from after going there to 
investigate the volcano on the island that was erupting. 
Gwen Gaze is the femme attraction, and she is very 
appealing. She has gone to the island to discover her 
father if he is stili alive, after being reported 
shipwrecked in teh region of the island. The island is in 
the possession of a modern pirate, who rules the place 
with an iron hand. He has a company of piratical cut- 
throats, also a half-mad old sea captain with a hook for a 
hand. There are other characters who are held 
prisoners there. They have the freedom of the big and 
mysterious mansion in vvhich the ruler lives, but they 
are entirely subject to his bidding and cannot escape. 
Walter biller has the role of the modern pirate who rules 
his little vvorld ruthlessiy, as he seeks to learn the hiding 
place of the fabulous treasure in gold andjewels that the 
old time pirates have buried there. The girl is in 
possession of half a map, and it is this map that is 
essential to the locating of the treasure. There are all 
sorts of vveird and terrifying things to alarm the visitors 
v/ho are novv prisoners. In particular, the ghost of the 
Black Pirate, who was the one who owned the buried 
loot many years ago. Walter Miller seems to have some 
connection with this ghost，which suddenly confronts 
Terry when he has gained a clue to the hidden treasure, 
and engages him in a terrific sword duel. This brings the 
proceedings to the end of the third chapter, vvith 
something doing every minute. It is directed by Elmer 
Clifton from a Screenplay by George Rosener, Elmer 
Clifton and George Merrick. The original story is by L. 
Ron Hubbard. Producer is Louis Weiss. The cast is 
exceptionally good, with such well known players as 
Grant Withers, Hobart Bosworth, William Farnum. 


EDITOR'S NOTE: Here's a new service to serial fans which 
may prove very very worthwhile. As you can see on this page 
we re-print SERIAL REVIEWS supplied to us by Bob 
Robison. Now you can get reviews of your favorite serial. 
These are actual reviews printed in the trades at the time 
the serial was released. Now you can see what the papers 
had to say. Bob will give special rates for 10 or more reviews 
that you purchase. If interested write Bob for price on each 
review and give serial title. Bob Robison, Acolades, PO Box 
1324, Glendora, CA 91740. 


MOTION PICTURE HERALD 
1938 


This serial is not an adaptation of Robert Louis 
Stevenson's "Treasure Island,” which is pale stuff in 
comparison. In this newest edition of pirates” gold and 
dead men are two opposing camps, one consisting of a 
representative of the press and his daring lady 
companion, the other a fiendish collection of cutthroats, 
demented personages, a salty with 8 hook for an arm, 
and a ghost pirate with a hollow laugh arising from his 
hollow stomach and sure to haunt juvenile dreams for 
weeks, to say nothing of sliding panels, poison 
chemicals, underground passages and a volcanic 
eruption. There are also some of the best festicuff 
exhibitions since “The Spoilers.” The cast is headed by 
Don Terry and Gvven Gaze, and as villains are seen 
Gram Withers, Hobart Bosworth, Walter Miller. 
George Rosener and Sandra Karina. Elmer Clifton 
directed the 15 chapters. First episode running time, 28 
minutes. Remaining fourteen chapters, 19 minutes 
each. Released March 17. 


VARIETY 


A 15-weeker, “Secret of Treasure Island,” is stuffed 
with fist-fighting, rough and tumble actions, and enough 
fright ingredients to keep the kids coming back for each 
episode. Don Terry, built up by Columbia's action 
product into a first class, fist swinger, gets into the thick 
of every struggle in the film and he handles the 
opposition with some backbreaking routines. 

The story covers a hidden treasure search which had 
gone on for centuries, but after a short flashback is 
brought to the present day. Newspaper editor has a bug 
to find out the secret of the island, and dispatches one 
reporter who never returns, so he puts the job on Terry. 
VVaterfront postal clerk, a girl, is forced into making a 
trip to the island at the same time. Turns out the place is 
operated by Walter Miller, who has all approaches 
mined for protection, vvhile he hunts the treasure. 

Figuring most heavily in the story is Gwen Gaze, the 
heir apparent to the treasure and femme white hope of 
the story: Grant VVithers, muscle man for Miller: 
Hobart Bosvvorth, imprisoned doctor, and Yakima 
Canutt, island hoodlum. Over them all Don Terry is the 
big push. 

Has many good suspensions to hang chapter closes on 
and many of the episodal titles are attractive. Will 
prove a good biz bet in action houses. 


starts, Carol goes for help but is captured by Cal 
and Bat. Jim 15 jumped by an outlaw with a knife. 
Winning the vicious struggle, he manages to join 
Tom. Neither knows of Carol”s capture. The 
survey wagon is struck by a fire arrow. Tom 
excitely tells Jim that the wagon is full of blasting 
powder. Suddenly it explodes with a deafening 
roar! 


Chapter 7: “Fumes of Fate" 


Tom and Jim quickly roll into 8 nearby gully 
and escape the full force of the blast. The battle 
continues, and while Tom fires, Jim scouts 
around but is jumped by a huge “Indian.” The 
outlaw gets the upper hand and is about to knife 
Jim when he is killed by a shot from Rocky. 
Finding that the “Indian” is vvhite, they realize 
that the Baron is being framed. While Jim 
changes into the outlaw's Indian costume, Rocky 
has a brainstorm to stop the fight. Getting out an 
old bugle he just happens to have in his saddlebag, 
he blows a cavalry charge. The “Indians” flee, 
not knovving Jim is one of their number. 

At the outlaw camp, Jim, hidden, listens to Bill, 
Erv, and Bat. They now realize the “cavalry 
charge” was just one bugler. Bat tells of 
capturing Carol and that the girl still thinks she is 
being held by the Baron”s men. Jim sneaks off and 
finds Carol vvho is tied up. Cal, her guard, is 
asleep. Cal avvakens and attacks Jim as he is 
cutting Carol loose, but is knocked cold and the 
pair escapes. The body of Kirk, the outlaw Rocky 
killed is brought into camp. Searching for a 
stranger, the outlaws find Cal and set off after 
Jim and Carol. They almost catch up but are 
driven off by Rocky, who has been waiting atop a 
boulder to ambush them. 

Jim returns Carol to Tom; then he and Rocky 
return to the outlav/ camp only to find it deserted. 
After trying unsuccessfuliy for hours to pick up 
the trail, they discover a freshly deserted 
campsite on the Baron"s land. Concerned about 
the railroad right-of-vvay going through a nearby 
valley, they ride to inspect it. On the way, they are 
seen by Lefty who reports to Campo and his gang, 
who then plan to trap the pair. Jim and Rocky 
reconnoiter the valley, but are unable to see a way 
in and out for the tracks. Jim feels that there may 
be another entrance to the valley not visible to ` 
them here, so they head for higher ground. 
Meanwhile, Campo and two men are already 
ahead of them, concealed behind rocks at the 
summit. 

When they reach the top, Jim comments on the 
smoking sulphur pit nearby, advising Rocky to 
stay back since the smoke isunlikely to be healthy 
for them. Suddenly Campo and his men open fire. 
Distracted, Rocky and Jim are jumped from 
behind by the others. Rocky is knocked out, falls 
into the pit, and rolls to the very edge of the 
sulphur. Jumping to the pit's rim, Jim is stunned 
by a thrown rock and rolls down beside Rocky. 
Campo prepares to leave them, certain that the 
fumes will finish them. Jim tries to get up, but is 
overcome by the smoke. 


NEXT ISSUE OF SERIAL WORLD 
CHAPTER 8 
“MIDNIGHT MARAUDERS” 
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Chapter 5: “A Ride for a Life” 


Jim comes to just in time to roll beneath a ledge 
in the canyon vvall and avoid most of the 
avalanche. Rocky comes to, suddenly rides off 
and escapes into a shallow gulch. Ulrich joins the 
two men, actually his own henchmen, and 
discusses Jim's apparent demise, having planned 
it to seem accidental. VVhen they leave, Rocky 
finds Jim digging himself out and confirms the 
Baron's murderous intentions. 

Returning to camp, they see Cal and a heavy 
prying out a section of track. Both weaponless, 
they ride to warn the approaching train. Jim 
makes a daring leap onto a flatcar and warns 
Tom, who stops just in time. Fortunately the 
damage is easily repaired. 

Jim and Carol go to Sombrero to see if the 
agreement was recorded there. The old 
telegrapher knows nothing of the agreement, but 
shows dim a railroad company envelope he”d 
found slipped under his door that morning. It only 
says, “Hold for Erv Cochran - will call.’’ When 
Erv picks up the envelope, Jim and Carol trail 
him but are spotted. Erv is captured after a fight 
and the envelope is found to hold the missing 
agreement. 

Erv is brought to camp and tied up in a tent, but 
is later secretly cut free by his boss, Scully. Carol 
and Tom have received a dinner invitation froma 
rancher. Later, as Carol brings up the buckboard 
to pick up Tom, Erv leaps from the tent and 
threatens the girl with Scully’s knife. As Carol 
whips up the team, Jim gives chase followed by 
Tom. The wagon tears around a sharp curve. Erv, 
thrown from the wagon, is stunned. Carol loses 
the reins and then screams as a steep cliff 
suddenly yawns before her. 


Chapter 6: “White Indians" 


Carol leaps from the wagon just before it 
breaks loose from the horses and goes over the 
cliff. Jim and Tom pick her up and decide to look 
for Erv, who, unknown to them. is hurriedly being 
coached by Scully. The trio finds Erv, now alone. 
When questioned about the knife he”d had, Erv’s 
story is that one of the Baron’s men freed and 
armed him. Erv “admits” to being a Baron 
henchman and that after escaping, he was to 
meet Ulrich at Painted Rock. Jim puts Erv onone 
of the buckboard horses and they head 
immediately for Painted Rock. Tom and Carol 
return to camp. 

The Baron is not waiting, but the outlaws are. 
Alerted by Scully, they plan to kill Jim, but the 
ambush is seen by White Eagle who warns Jim. 
Two of the outlaws, Cal and Bill, come looking for 
Jim and find Erv tied to a tree. As they cut him 
loose, Jim opens fire. The others, Ace and Bat, 
hear the shooting and catch Jim in a cross fire, 
but all five outlaws are routed when White Eagle 
opens up behind them. Jim was able to identify 
this second gang as discharged railroad workers 
having no connection with the Baron. 

Now holding the agreement, Tom is ready to 
begin a survey of the Baron’s land despite 
Lathrop’s fears of trouble. The survey crew, 
including Tom and Carol, starts off. Meanwhile, 
Scully brings orders to the gang from his 
mysterious superior. The outlaws dress as 
Indians and ride to the survey site to wipe out the 
crew, but are seen and trailed by Jim. As the fight 


ROAR OF THE IRON HORSE CONTINUES NEXT ISSUE 
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SERIAL MARQUEE 


ANOTHER LOOK AT COLUMBIA'S “PHANTOM” > 


BACK ISSUES OF SERIAL WORLD 
FOR SALE BY MAIL 


ISSUE 5 


ulu © 


Tim Tyler issue, interview with Frankie 
Thomas, How Serials Rate part 2. 
Superman Ch. 2. Behind the Cliffhanging 
scenes. 


ISSUE #10 


THE ONLY PUBLICATION ON INE SEMALS OF YESTERYEAR 


SERIAL WORLD 
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TRIS corr 


RALPH DEADVVOOD 


32 PAGE ISSUE. Interview with Tris Coffin, | 
Last Chapter, Ralph Byrd Remembered, 
Deadwood Dick, Pin-up, Jungle Menace 
Part 2, Serial Marguee, Ads. 


ISSUE 4 


THE ONLY PURLKATION ON THE SEMALS OF YESTERYEAR | 


ALL NIGHT ALLAN LANE 


SERIAL 5 
או‎ KING OF THE 


MINNEAPOLIS MOUNTIES' 


SERİAL FILMBOOK 
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Flash Gordon Conquers Minneapolis, Spy 
Smasher, King of the Mounties, Did You 
Know That, Serial Mailbag. 


ISSUE 4 


02.25.05. 
REEL mo REAL HERO 


Red Barry, interview with Jack Mulhall, 
Superman Ch. 1, Serial Showcase, Great 
serial villains and ads. 


ISSUE #9 


FE ONLY PUBLICATION ON THE SERIALS OF VESTER YEAR 


32 PAGE ISSUE. Interview with Marshall 
Reed, Serial Marquee, Great Adventures of 
Wild Bill Hickok, Pin-up, Jungle Menace, 
Ads. 


ISSUE #13 


THE ONLY PUBLICATION ON THE BERIALS OF VESTERVEAR 


SERIAL WORLD 


THE 5 
SHADOW Vİ SMASHER 


The Shadow Serial, Did You Know That, 
Spy Smasher, Serial Showcase, Serial 


ISSUE #3 


111. 


CLIFFHANGING NEWS FOR SERIAL ` 
FANDOM FOLLOWERS 


Harry Lauter interview, Serial and B 
Western stars part 2, How the Serials rate, 
interview with John Hart, Superman in the 
serials, Kids Matinee. 


ISSUE #8 


SERIAL ACE TRANS ENO 
WORLD ORUMMOND FORA 
INTERVIEWS BS wesrias 
TERRY FROST — AGAIN היז‎ 


THE ONI Y PUBLICATION ON THE SERIALS OF YESTERYEAR 


32 PAGE ISSUE. Serial Showcase & 
Mailbag, Ace Drummond, Ist Western 
Coast Western Film Con, Terry Frost 
interview, Death Takes Crash Corrigan, 
Superman con't, Nostalgia Ads. 


ISSUE #12 


THE ONLY PUBLICATION ON THE SERIALS OF YESTERYEAR 
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32 PAGE ISSUE. Radio Patrol, Lone Ranger 
Visits Dayton, Mysterious Pilot con't, 


Interview with Tommy Cook, Mailbag, Ads ag. Mailbag, Ads. 


ISSUE #2 


Phantom Stills, Villian of the Year, Anthony 
Warde interview, Serial Mailbag. Serial 
Profiles, Serials and the B Westerns. Reel 
Books Serial Marquee. They re going to 
conquer the world. 


ISSUE 7 
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Louse cune KITURNS 


SERIAL WORLD 
TERE 


32 PAGE ISSUE, Scenes from the serials, 
How the Serials Rate Part 3, Superman 
con't, Serial Mailbag, Reel Books, Interview 
with Louise Currie, Bunglers of the 
Stratosphere, Serial Marquee. Serials 
Kings & Oueens, Ads. 
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Tai ONLY PUBLICATION ON THE SERIALS OF YESTERYEAR 


2a paors 


= 
COLUMBIA 5 
SUPER SFRIAL 
SS BLACKHAWK 
FREEDOM S 
CHAMPION 


+ ge 
₪ ATMAYIN 
ב‎ KE 
omu ag SUPERMAN 
DUNCAN polar ” SIRIKES 
RENAIDO or BACK 
CoopoooooooopoopopooooODOODODCCCOCOCCDCDOI 


24 PAGE ISSUE. Blackhawk, Superman 
Strikes Back, Interview with Duncan 
Renaldo, Mysterious Pilot, Serialtoon. 


......... 


.......... 


NEXT ISSUE 
INTERVIEW WITH 
TOM STEELE 
STILLS FROM THE 


“CLIFFHANGERS” 
and 


CHAN DU with BELA LUGOSI 


ISSUE #20 


THE ONLY PUBLICATION 
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ISSUE #19 
THE ONLY PUBLICATION ə 
ON THE SERİALS 
一 YESTERYEAR 


SERİAL WORLD A VİSİT סד‎ | SERİAL VINTAGE 
INTERVIEWS DICK 
JNTERVIENS THE PHANTOM MODEL CLIFF 
TER REED EM MAKER AN 
dulun 


Dick Tracy serial, Interview with Walter 
Reed part 2, Vintage Cliffhangers, Last 
chapter for serial stars, Serial Showcase, 
actual Serial reviews, Serial Pin-Up, Roar of 


The Phantom Empire, Serial Model Maker, 
Interview with Walter Reed, Serial Mailbag. 
Western Film Fair, Today Show segment on 
Cliffhangers, conclusion of Treasure Island 


ISSUE #16 


G af 


“The Cliffhangers” New NBC T.V. Show, 
Brenda Starr - Girl Reporter, Interview with 
Video Ranger Larry Stewart, and much 
more. 
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este 
NO. 18 
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WHAT 1$ THE UNDERSEA 
SECRET OF KINGDOMS LINDASTIRLINES 
TREASURE EXPLOSIVE 
ISLAND? ENDING 


Video Serials, Serial Showcase, Secret of 
Treasure Island Part 1, Did You Know 
That?, Zorro's Black Whip, Western Film 
Club, Serial Quiz, Undersea Kingdom 


ISSUE #15 


“THE ONLY PURLKATION ON [HE SEMALS OF VESTERVEAR 


NO. 15 
$150 
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ETİNİ 


THE BUCK ROGERS cotit 
PHANTOM ON KING OF THE 
TV MOUNTIES 


The Phantom, Buck Rogers. King of the 
Mounties con't, Serial Mailbag & Serial 
Marguee. 


ISSUE 7 


Tribute to |. Stanford Jolley, Rocketman 
Sage, Interview with Larry Stewart Part 2, 
Undersea Kingdom, Serial Showcase, 
Serial Mailbag, Video Serials, etc. 24 page 


issue. Filmbook, Ads and more. and more! the İron Horse, Lone Ranger or Clayton 
Moore, ads and much more! 
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SERIAL WORLD - BACK ISSUE DEPARTMENT : Please send me: 
201 McCONNELL STREET : O A single copy of Serial World #21. 
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